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week—when Mack comes over to see why the
horse have not heen sent. I'm getting silly al-
ready. My head throbs so and my leg too, 1f
I can get started once, I'N know enough to keep
a-going. DBul how o decfde. Tl leave it Lo
chance,"

He placed his broad hat on the end of his
quirt, held upright, balanced it carefully and
gave it a twirl,

“Now, if that slde with the bullet-hole stops
toward the soutb 1'll erawl toward home, and If
it turns to the lmnmmlna I will hunt the witer-
holes.  Hold on'™ Stopping the revolving hat
and closing his eyes, he sall In a very low voelee:
sOh, Lord, 1 dan't know as one eow-puncher s
much object to you, you got so many, but 1
never did much dirt, only to Billy, and he was
sn mean himself It served him right. If you
will help me out of this scraps and make the
hat stop at the right place 1I'll never forget
it Amen™

Very ecarnestly then he balaneed the hat and
sct it turning, After several revolutions jt cama
to a stop, with the b toward the mountains.

“The water-holes ig, then,” sald he, and
carefully noting the dircetion indicated “that's
rather mote to the left than I wonld chooase, Lot
If you say so, It goos™

Without Jdelay, bt ulth--ut !1: he made
hia preparations for the at effort. Before de-
ciding on a course h huI whimpered a little;
the shock and pain had unnerved him. There
was now no maore of that. He hal a purpose,
and meant to exectte it, With bandages mad?y
from portions of his clothing, b Luind up the
leg to give it some support. He set his teeth
down hard in a Hrl}n of leather cut from his
yves upon a landnu lrk in
in in view as he
hia frl-'--_,'hl' i

moved over the pl

It would faticue you Lo follow thig man's trail,
as foot by foot and b '1' after hour he painfully
proer ed  toward the water-hol tortur -'I
with thirst, beset by doubt whether he should not
find them ul‘} Upon the desert a man, for lack
of water, may perish in a few hours. In the

3

r cattle country they con and do e and suffer
7 for days without Thia man did. He was
. by . P . .‘1 only a common forty-deliar-a-month man. If
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